
Suitcase Buying Guide: How to Choose the 
Best Luggage 
Choosing the right suitcase can significantly improve your travel experience by 

combining convenience, durability, style, and security. Whether you're preparing for a 

quick weekend getaway or a lengthy international trip, understanding the key factors in 

selecting luggage will help you make an informed decision and enjoy smooth travels. 

Identify Your Travel Needs​

Begin by analyzing how you typically travel. Are you a frequent flyer navigating busy 

airports, a family heading out on a lengthy vacation, or an occasional traveler going on 

short trips? Your travel style influences the ideal suitcase size, material, and features. 

For frequent travelers, a durable, lightweight hard-shell suitcase with smooth, 

multi-directional wheels can withstand the rigors of airports while being easy to 

maneuver. Weekend travelers might prefer compact carry-ons with expandable 

compartments to maximize packing without fuss. Families usually benefit from larger, 

well-organized luggage with sturdy wheels designed to handle heavier loads. 

Consider Size and Weight​

Airlines have strict size and weight limits for both carry-on and checked luggage, which 

vary by airline and route. It's crucial to check these guidelines before purchasing. 

Generally, carry-ons should fit airline cabin restrictions (often around 22 x 14 x 9 

inches), while checked bags can be larger but must adhere to weight limits—commonly 

23 kilograms (about 50 pounds) for economy class. Lightweight luggage allows you to 

pack more without exceeding weight limits and is easier to carry or roll around. Experts 

suggest carry-on luggage should ideally weigh under 7.5 pounds empty. 

Material Matters​

Suitcases generally come in two main types: hardside and softside. Hardside luggage, 

made from materials like polycarbonate, ABS, or aluminum, offers superior protection 

for fragile items and is often water-resistant. Polycarbonate is popular because it 

balances light weight with durability. Aluminum is even more durable but heavier and 

often more expensive. Softside suitcases, typically crafted from nylon or polyester, are 

lighter and more flexible, making them easier to squeeze into tight spaces but offering 

less protection against impacts. 
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Wheels and Handles for Maneuverability​

The number and style of wheels impact how easy a suitcase is to move. Four 

multi-directional spinner wheels allow smooth, effortless rolling in any direction, ideal 

for crowded airports and train stations. Two-wheeled suitcases work better on rough 

terrain but require tilting when rolling. Handle design is also important—telescoping 

handles that adjust to your height prevent strain, and handles with soft grips increase 

comfort. Some suitcases have two-post handles for better balance and control when 

pulling your luggage. 

Security Features​

Travel security is key, especially if you check luggage. Look for suitcases that include 

TSA-approved locks, allowing airport security to inspect your bag without damaging the 

lock. Integrated locks and durable zippers are essential to deter theft and protect your 

belongings. High-quality zippers such as those made by YKK are recommended for 

durability. 

Expandability​

Many travelers appreciate suitcases with expandable compartments, which provide 

flexibility when packing. These allow extra space for souvenirs or unexpected items on 

your return trip. Expandable luggage can adapt to varying travel needs, from minimal 

packing to overpacking, making it a versatile choice. 

Additional Features and Warranty​

Compartments and internal organization help you keep your belongings neatly packed 

and accessible. Features like compression straps, mesh pockets, and separate 

sections for shoes or toiletries add convenience. Some bags come with 

weather-resistant or stain-resistant exteriors to maintain appearance over time. Finally, 

warranty and after-sales service matter for peace of mind. Established brands often 

offer lifetime warranties or generous repair policies, ensuring your investment lasts. 

When choosing your next suitcase, consider all these factors to find luggage that fits 

your travel habits, protects your belongings, and meets airline requirements. For an 

excellent blend of style, durability, and convenience, check out the EXTENDABLE TSA 

https://unikrevolution.com/products/maletas-rigidas-maleta-grande-vigo-extensible-tsa-eco-77cm?variant=45247791235236
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ECO SUITCASE. This model boasts a sturdy hard-shell build, TSA-approved security, and 

expandable compartments to fit all your travel needs, making it a top choice for savvy 

travelers. 
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